SESSION 21 | HEBREWS 9:16-28

Verse 16 - Here the writer is workingto answer the objection that says, "If Jesus was the Messiah, He would not
be dead."

Verse 17 - For this reason, Jerome (who started callingthebooks of Matthew - Revelation the "New
Testament") was inaccurate, sincelJesus doesn't die until the end of the Gospels.

Inreality,the "New Testament" could not begin until there is firstthe death of the One who made the
Testament, thus the Gospels aremore appropriately considered under the Old Covenant. The New Covenant is
sealedin Christ's blood,and will belater distributed.

Verses 18-21 describethe establishmentof the Covenant in Moses’ day. See Exodus 24 for the historical
description of these events.

Verse 22 - This verse contains a summary of the Law asitrelates to remission (forgiveness).
o The author was clearlyan expertinthe Jewish Law. It would have been incorrectto saythat blood was
always required.
o There were things that were cleansed without blood (cups, for example). Also, Leviticus 5:11, speaks of

a grain offering for the sin ofa very poor person.

Verses 24-25 set a contrast between the Levitical Priesthood and that of Jesus.
o Theywentintoa place made with hands, He into heavenitself.
o Theyappearedinthe manifest presence of God, He appeared in the presence of God.
= The High Priestenteredintothe Holy places to appearbefore the shekinah glory of
God, but now Christ has gone into heavenitself (represented truly by the holy
places) and He isnow inthe presence of God for us.
= Theword presence is a translation of tpdowmnov [prosopon] whichisused 78timesin
the New Testament, and 55 of those times is translated "face." Literally, Jesus has
"gone before the face of God" for us. Thisis a vast improvement overthe shekinah
glory of God.
o Theywentyearafteryear, He wentonce-for-all.
They wentwith blood nottheirown, He went with His own blood.
Thereisone similarity: they both went "to appearin the presence of God for us.” [in context,
“us” isthe Hebrew nation. The Levitical Priests never went before God for “us the gentiles.”]
Verse 26: This should be "the end of the ages” or “fulfillment of the ages.”
o Thedeathof Christbroughtabout an entirely different age, and had potential (with the
acceptance by the Jewish nation) toend all ages.
o Withthe rejection of the Jewish nation, the Kingdom age has been puton hold, thus the “end
of the ages” was also postponed.
Verse 27, “Appointed formentodie once”
The word apokeimeiis apo (from) and keimeij (to be laid down).

o We getthe English word cemetery from keimei.
o SeeCol1:5and 2 Tim4:8.
o Notethat the word does not so much give the connotation of a scheduled appointment, but

rather a destiny orreservation.
Christas the sacrifice offered once (v. 28).
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o Theseversesrepudiatethe Doctrine of Perpetual Sacrifice held by the Roman Catholic

Church.

o ThisEucharist / Mass doctrine states that sacrifices must be continual and daily until the end
of time, thus the Priest, en persona Christi, calls down the person of Christintothe bread and
the wine and then sacrifices Christanew as "a clean oblation," thus continuing the daily
sacrifice of the Law.

o Verse 28 could be areference tothe rapture.

The word look could be translated “eagerly await.”

When Christ appearsinrapture, thereis no dealingwith sininany way.

When He returns at the Second Coming, He will returnin judgment of sin.

The word "without" is the word xwpLs (choris) from which we get chasm. At this
return, there will be achasm between Christand sin.

Those who eagerly await Him are already forgiven of all theirsin, and those lostin sin
will be left behind.
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