SESSION 31 | HEBREWS 13:1-9

Let brotherly love continue —v. 1
o Beginningin13:1, the writergives some instruction on how to serve God acceptably (12:28).
The firstinstructionisto let brotherly love continue.
o Brotherly loveis pladeldia [philadelphia] from ¢plog[philos] and aderdoc [adelphos]. The
Greek philosis "friend" or "tangible love" and adelphosis "brother."
Show hospitality to strangers—v. 2
o Thekind of hospitality:
=  Theword ¢plo€evia [philoxenia]isfrom philos (see v. 1) and xenos (stranger/
foreigner).
= Paulalsoinstructedthe Romansto be "given to hospitality" (Rom 12:13), using the same
word.
= |tisclearlyawordthatis forstrangers, not regular companions (as opposedtov. 1).
o Theentertainmentof angels-
= Asinchapterl, thiswordalwaysdemandsaninterpretation:isitareferenceto earthly
messengers or spiritual beings.
= The writerlikely had some specificinstance in mind, but we do not know whatinstance
this was.
= Assumingthatthe writerisreferringtoangelicbeings,doesthiscontinuetohappenin
thisage inwhich the Kingdomis not being offered? If so, we are still unawares, and
should practice hospitality to strangersin any circumstance.
Rememberfellow believers who are sufferingin prison fortheirfaith —v. 3
o Thisislikelythose thatare in bonds due to theirfaith, not prisonersin general.
Keep marriage holy—v.4
o Paul had taughtthat "the unrighteous will notinheritthe Kingdom of God" (1 Cor 6:9). The
judgments giveninthis chapterare related to Kingdom judgment, not to eternal salvation,
though every believer should abide by this kind of righteous living.
Avoid fascination with material benefits —vv. 5-6
o Theword conversationis literally, "your way."
= The Greektpomog [tropos]is "turning" and thus, by implication, the path you take, with
allitsturns.
=  We getthe English "tropics" from this, because the "tropic" is the line at which the path
of the sun"turns."
The word covetousnessis literally, "without love of silver."
Since all of the Hebrew believers of Jerusalem had sold all their possessions (Acts 4:32), and an
offering had to be taken for these same people (2 Corinthians 8-9), such things as ye have were
likely very slim, yet they were to be content. Since they had personal possessions, the teaching
to sell everythinghad long been abandoned (probably about the time of the death of Stephen).
| will neverleave thee nor forsake thee - From Deuteronomy 31:6.
The Lord is my helper... - From Ps. 118:6, which, in context, is Israel praising God for bringing her
safely through the Tribulation.
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e \Verse7-

o Rememberthem... - More literally, "Be mindful of those leading you" (YLT). Additional
instructionisgiveninv. 17.

o Whohave spokenunto you the word -This clarifiesthe leadership, speaking of the spiritual
leaders, likely areference toJames and Peter.

o In Greek, considering the end of their conversation comes first, thus a literal translation would
be, "consideringthe end of their conversation, imitate their faith."

o Seenoteonv.5 for conversation.

e Verse8-
o Thisbeautiful phrase contains noverb (asinKJV), andislikely aclause, nota full sentence,
which serves asthe foundationtothe instruction of v. 9.
o Ifthisinterpretationisaccurate, thenv. 8 should end witha comma, not a period. (Note: All
punctuationinthe Bible is supplied by translators and should always be questioned).
o \erse9-
o Grammatically, the sentencewould be, "Jesus Christ, [being] the same yesterday, today and
forever, [therefor] be not carried about..."
Strange - Thisis the Greek £é€vog[xenos], "foreign." Seenote onv. 2 where philoxenia is used.
Not with meats... - Thisis likely asymbolicreference to ateaching that was not taught by Jesus
Christ but was now beingtaughtamong the Hebrews. It could have been directly related to
meats, or meats may be used symbolically of the divers and strange doctrines. The Greek word
for meatsis general, referringtoanyfood or nourishment.
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