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Proverbs 1:8-19 | Guard the Throne
verses 8-9 - see session 2

Warning Against the Enticement of the Wicked (vv. 10–
19)

A Distinct Temptation for a Prince (vv. 10–14)
Issues a stern warning to the future king against joining with sinners who 
promise quick gain and glory through unrighteous means.

Emphasizes that the stakes are higher for a ruler whose decisions affect an 
entire nation.

When Kings Conspire
Illustrates the dangers of alliances and conspiracies that prioritize personal 
ambition over justice.

Reminds the future monarch that such schemes ultimately undermine both his 
authority and the welfare of the people.

Exhortation to Resist and Its Rationale (vv. 15–19)

Avoiding the Rush to Violence
Advises the king to refrain from hasty, violent actions that lead to needless 
bloodshed.

Futility Laid Bare
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Uses the image of a net spread before a bird to demonstrate the pointlessness 
of evil schemes when confronted by divine truth.

The High Cost of Greed
Warns that greed and the pursuit of ill-gotten gain will ultimately destroy both 
the leader and his subjects.

Proverbs 1:20–33: Lady Wisdom’s Public 
Call
A Word About Lady Wisdom

Scripture References: General references to Proverbs 1, 8, 9

Key Concepts:

Depicts “Lady Wisdom” as a public, prophetic voice embodying Torah 
instructions.

Makes Torah wisdom accessible to everyday life (farmers, kings, etc.).

Invites repentance and restoration; aims to shape society around God’s 
character.

Echoes Israel’s calling to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

Wisdom’s Public Call (Proverbs 1:20–21)

Lady Wisdom Shouts Out (v. 20)
Key Scripture: Proverbs 1:20; parallels in Deuteronomy 30:11–14, 
Deuteronomy 6:6–9

Key Concepts:

Lady Wisdom appears in everyday life, urging people to heed God’s 
instruction.

Reflects Torah’s accessibility—God’s commands are near and practical.
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Emphasizes that divine wisdom is not hidden or reserved for elites.

Wisdom in Public Spaces (v. 21)
Key Scripture: Proverbs 1:21; parallels in Deuteronomy 16:18, Deuteronomy 
21:19–20

Key Concepts:

City gates and marketplaces as centers of justice and community 
decisions.

Wisdom is proclaimed openly to all, reinforcing that Torah shapes both 
private and public life.

True wisdom influences everyday judgments and aligns communal 
structures with God’s will.

Wisdom’s Rebuke to the Simple, Scorners, and Fools 
(Proverbs 1:22–23)

Key Scripture: Proverbs 1:22–23; parallels in Deuteronomy 32:6, 28, Ezekiel 
36:26–27

Key Concepts:

Three groups addressed: the undecided (simple), the mockers (scorners), 
and the willfully ignorant (fools).

Calls for repentance (t’shuvah) and promises the outpouring of wisdom’s 
spirit.

Emphasizes transformation, not just condemnation—God’s instruction 
always aims at renewal.

The Rejection of Wisdom (Proverbs 1:24–25)
Key Scripture: Proverbs 1:24–25; parallels in Jeremiah 7:13, Judges 2:17, 
Deuteronomy 30:17

Key Concepts:
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Israel’s refusal to listen mirrors patterns of disobedience throughout their 
history.

Disregarding Torah is a conscious choice, with grave consequences.

Rejecting correction equals shutting out life-giving guidance from God.

The Consequences of Rejecting Wisdom (Proverbs 
1:26–31)

Key Scripture: Proverbs 1:26–31; parallels in Deuteronomy 28:63, Leviticus 
26:14–33, Deuteronomy 28:15–68, Deuteronomy 1:45, Numbers 14:39–45, 
Deuteronomy 30:19

Key Concepts:

Calamity befalls those who spurn wisdom, echoing covenant curses 
(Leviticus and Deuteronomy).

When disaster strikes, it’s too late to escape the repercussions of 
prolonged disobedience.

“Eating the fruit of their own way” underscores the sowing-and-reaping 
principle central to Torah.

The Final Contrast: Destruction vs. Security (Proverbs 
1:32–33)

Key Scripture: Proverbs 1:32–33; parallels in Deuteronomy 30:17–18, 
Deuteronomy 28:1–14, Deuteronomy 12:10

Key Concepts:

Rebellion leads to ruin; momentary prosperity of fools inevitably ends in 
downfall.

Those who heed Wisdom enjoy security, provision, and freedom from fear.

Summarizes Torah’s life-or-death choice: obedience brings blessing; 
disobedience brings destruction.
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