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SESSION 6: PROVERBS 4: A KING’S TESTIMONY

[. INTRODUCTION: A SHIFT FROM PRIVATE TO PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

e Up to this point, Proverbs has primarily been a private conversation—Solomon speaking directly to his
heir, training the future king in wisdom.

e In Proverbs 4, Solomon shifts his audience from "my son" to "children," expanding his address beyond
his successor to the entire nation.

o This shift signals that Solomon is now giving a national testimony about the role of Wisdom (Torah) in
Israel's destiny.

e The distinction between "my son" and "children" is deliberate: "my son" refers to the future king, while
"children" represents the entire nation.

o This pattern appears elsewhere in Proverbs (5:7, 7:24, 8:32), reinforcing the dual focus of individual
royal instruction and national exhortation.

II. ALEADER’S FINAL WORDS: A MATTER OF NATIONAL DESTINY

e Throughout history, leaders have issued weighty farewell addresses that shape national survival, such as
George Washington's warning against political factions or Dwight D. Eisenhower's caution about the
military-industrial complex

o Similarly, Proverbs 4 serves as Solomon's national charge: Israel must cling to wisdom (Torah), or face
ruin

o This is not a private fatherly warning but a royal declaration that Israel's future hinges on its
commitment to divine instruction

e Solomon speaks on behalf of his father David and the covenant God made with the nation, reinforcing
the continuity of divine wisdom across generations

e The fundamental question remains: will Israel listen and choose the path of wisdom?

III. A FATHER-KING’S CALL TO HIS PEOPLE (PROVERBS 4:1-4)

e Solomon begins with an authoritative summons to the nation, referring to them as "children" in a royal
address

e He reminds them that their true inheritance is the wisdom (Torah) once passed down by King David
himself

e Solomon declares that he offers "good doctrine," using the Hebrew word LEQACH (np?), which echoes
Moses' teaching in Deuteronomy 32:2

e Just as nations have defining doctrines (e.g., the Monroe Doctrine or the Truman Doctrine), Solomon's
doctrine is simple: "Do not abandon my law"

o Despite his own failures in fully adhering to Torah, Solomon urges the nation not to repeat his mistakes

e By calling it "my law," Solomon signals that Torah is not merely an abstract ideal but a deeply personal
and lived reality

e Solomon invokes his father David's legacy, recalling how he was taught to value wisdom above all else

e The phrase "I was my father's son" evokes the image of young Solomon receiving instruction from
David, with references to 1 Kings 2:1—4 and Psalm 72

o The key directive follows in verse 5: "Get wisdom!"—which means GET TORAH! This command is
urgent and non-negotiable
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Iv.

e Solomon underscores that Torah is the bedrock of the Davidic throne, essential for both personal and
national stability

WISDOM AS THE FOUNDATION OF A NATION (PROVERBS 4:5-9)

o The passage shifts back to a singular audience, preserving the words David once spoke to Solomon

e The singular pronouns in verses 4-9 suggest Solomon is quoting direct paternal instruction from David

e Though we lack an exact record of David saying "Get wisdom," his charge to Solomon in 1 Kings 2:1-4
and 1 Chronicles 22:6—16 aligns with this teaching

e In 1 Kings 2:1-4, David commands Solomon to walk in God's ways so that his dynasty may endure

e In I Chronicles 22:12, David prays for Solomon to receive wisdom and understanding in order to keep
the Torah

o The phrase "Wisdom is the principal thing" (4:7) reinforces the Torah's supreme importance, mirroring
Deuteronomy 4:6 and Psalm 119

e Solomon exhorts his audience to "exalt" wisdom, promising that those who do will be promoted and
honored

e The metaphor of a "crown of glory" (4:9) signals that true kingship is defined not by power, but by
adherence to Torah

V. A NATIONAL WARNING: TWO PATHS BEFORE THE KINGDOM (PROVERBS 4:10-19)

VI.

e After quoting David, Solomon turns his attention to Rehoboam, issuing a direct and public charge.

e He warns that receiving wisdom leads to long life, echoing Proverbs 3:2, 3:16, and 9:11.

o The promise of an "unstraitened" path (4:12) signifies that obedience to Torah ensures stability and
prosperity.

o Historical examples, such as Deuteronomy 28's blessings for obedience and Isaiah 1:19's call to follow
God's law, support this principle.

e Solomon equates instruction with life itself (4:13), reflecting Deuteronomy 30:19-20's call to "choose
life" through Torah obedience.

e A strong warning follows: the righteous must avoid the path of the wicked entirely (4:14—17).

e The wicked are described as those who twist God's law, feeding on sin as if it were their daily bread.

e Solomon contrasts the righteous path—growing ever brighter—with the wicked path, shrouded in
darkness (4:18-19).

o This is not just a lesson for Rehoboam but a cautionary tale for the entire nation: the king's choices will
determine Israel's fate.

A KING’S FINAL PLEA: GUARD THE NATION’S HEART (PROVERBS 4:20-27)

e Solomon once again urges attentive listening, marking this as his seventh direct appeal (1:8, 2:1, 3:1,
3:21, 4:1, 4:10, 4:20)

e He echoes Deuteronomy 6:6-9's call to internalize God's words, reinforcing that Torah must govern all
of life

e The phrase "keep them" in 4:21 aligns with Moses' command to bind the law upon one's heart and hands

o Ifthese were merely Solomon's words, claiming they bring life (4:22) would be arrogant; but if they are
Torah's words, the claim is valid

e Solomon issues another warning against corrupt speech, equating it with deviation from God's path
(4:24-25)

o The closing exhortation, "Ponder the path of thy feet" (4:26-27), is a final charge to remain steadfast in
Torah
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e The imagery of not turning "to the right hand nor to the left" is a direct allusion to Deuteronomy's
command for kings to follow Torah precisely

o Ultimately, the fate of the nation depends on whether its leaders will safeguard the Torah or stray into
wickedness

VII. CONCLUSION: THE NATIONAL AND DYNASTIC SIGNIFICANCE OF TORAH

e Solomon presents Proverbs 4 as both a personal testimony and a national charge

o He reminds Israel that wisdom (Torah) is not merely a private virtue but the foundation of national
security

e The call to "get wisdom" is a royal mandate, grounded in Davidic tradition and covenantal promises

o The warnings about the wicked path underscore that deviation from Torah leads to national downfall

o The final plea to guard the heart reinforces that the king's devotion to wisdom determines the fate of his
kingdom

o Ultimately, Proverbs 4 serves as both a public declaration and a private warning—urging the next
generation to uphold the wisdom of Torah or risk losing everything
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