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THE DEATH OF SAMUEL (1 SAMUEL 25:1) 
Samuel, a prophet and leader, was crucial during Israel's transition. Born to 

Hannah, he was mentored by High Priest Eli and prophesied Eli's house's downfall. 
As a recognized judge, he administered justice across Israel, spurred a religious 
revival, and led military victories. Despite his sons' moral decline prompting Israel's 
demand for a king, God referred to him as a significant intercessor. His unique burial 
"in his house" underscores his importance in Israel's history. 

After Samuel's death, David and his 600 companions, journeyed to the 
wilderness of Paran, located in the northern Sinai Peninsula. 
NABAL AND ABIGAIL INTRODUCED (1 SAMUEL 25:2-3) 

The story introduces a wealthy man near Maon. His wealth is seen in his 
three thousand sheep and a thousand goats, grazed in nearby Carmel, not to be 
confused with Mount Carmel of Elijah's fame. This Carmel, site of King Saul's victory 
over the Amalekites, might explain the hostility David later encounters, as locals 
were likely Saul supporters. 

The man, Nabal, appears 18 times in this chapter, described as “churlish and 
evil in his doings” (v. 3). The Hebrew " השֶׁקָ " (Qasheh) for "churlish" implies 
harshness or difficulty, akin to rudeness and ungraciousness. 

His wife, Abigail, is portrayed as “a woman of good understanding, and of a 
beautiful countenance” (v. 3). Regarded in Jewish Rabbinical literature for her 
wisdom, beauty, and prophetic insight, she had a significant impact on Israel's 
history. 
DAVID'S INTERACTION WITH NABAL (1 SAMUEL 25:4-13) 

DAVID’S INTRODUCTION (VV. 4-9) 
David sends men to Nabal for peace and provisions, instructing them on 

their speech due to potential hostility. A three-fold "peace" greeting is used in verse 
6, possibly as a diplomatic protocol or fear of peace denial. In verse 9, the men 
strictly follow David's instructions, suggesting an anticipation of hostility. 

AN UNFORTUNATE RESPONSE (VV. 10-13) 
Nabal dismissively asks, "Who is David?" (v. 10), showing disdain for rebels 

and aligning himself with Saul, not David. His response (v. 11) underscores the era's 
custom where landowners supported passing military expeditions, akin to a "tax" for 
protection. David, after Nabal's refusal, swiftly prepares for battle, mobilizing 400 
men while leaving 200 to guard supplies. 

In contrast to Chapters 24 and 26 where David shows deference to Saul, this 
chapter paints a different picture. It's unclear if David was having an off day or 
intentionally ignoring "God's anointed" to claim Saul's territory. Unlike most 
conquerors, David chose to let God guide his leadership rather than seizing power. 
His motives behind this unusual action remain unclear. 

ABIGAIL'S INTERVENTION (1 SAMUEL 25:14-35) 
A servant alerts Abigail of Nabal's disapproved actions and praises David's 

men's integrity. Fearing danger, he appeals to Abigail, who quickly gathers provisions 
as a peace offering and does it secretly from Nabal. 

David, upset at receiving no reward from Nabal despite protection, learns 
the risks of trusting immoral men. His anger towards Nabal is evident in his crude 
description of arrogant men. 

Abigail meets David with submission and respect, accepting blame for 
Nabal's folly, and pleads with David to let her fix the situation. She curses David's 
enemies and offers compensation for his men's protection, aligning herself with 
David and his battles. 

Abigail's blessing for David's safety and downfall of his enemies is 
reminiscent of the "book of life" concept, a blessing for being kept alive while 
enemies are brought to death. The Hebrew letters " הבצנת " (T.N.Tz.B.H), often seen 
on Jewish tombstones, form an acronym. The letters represent the phrase "May 
his/her soul be bound up in the bundle of life, coming from verse 29. 

Abigail presents David with a moral argument, advocating for a peaceful 
kingdom and mindful legacy. David acknowledges her wise counsel, avoiding a grave 
mistake, and accepts Abigail's gift, showing Abigail's wisdom and David's ability to 
heed wise counsel. 
NABAL'S DEMISE AND DAVID'S MARRIAGE TO ABIGAIL (1 SAMUEL 
25:36-42) 

Abigail found Nabal drunk and waited until he sobered up to tell him about 
helping David. Nabal was so shocked, he may have had a stroke, and died ten days 
later. 

David's proposal to Abigail was strategic, common in royal marriages at the 
time. These marriages often aimed to strengthen political alliances and secure a 
male heir. Love could grow, like in Ferdinand and Isabella's union, but could also lead 
to misery, as in Catherine of Aragon's case. 

David's marriage to Abigail was strategic, potentially offering protection 
after Nabal's death and maybe even fostering affection. It also provided political 
connections in southern Israel. They lived near Carmel, where David found refuge 
before becoming king. Abigail, referred to as a 'Carmelitess,' might have had 
influence in that region. 
ADDITIONAL WIVES (1 SAMUEL 25:43-44) 

David married Abigail and Ahinoam of Jezreel while in Hebron. After moving 
to Jerusalem, he took more wives, including Bathsheba. There were eight known 
wives, but likely more unnamed. His first wife, Michal, was given to him by Saul, then 
taken back for a more advantageous political arrangement. David's polygamy serves 
as historical record, not doctrine. The scriptures reveal God's intent for 
monogamous marriages. Despite polygamy being recorded in the Bible, it often led 
to issues, reinforcing the wisdom of monogamous marriages. We should not form 
doctrine from historical accounts. 


