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In this chapter, we delve into the memorable narrative of King David's 
unseen sin, its exposure by the prophet Nathan, and the impactful consequences 
that followed. We explore the grace of God's forgiveness juxtaposed with the 
lasting effects of David's transgressions. As we journey through this chapter, we 
will gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of sin, the power of 
confrontation, and the boundless mercy of God. 
NATHAN CONFRONTS DAVID (2 SAMUEL 12:1-6) 

Nathan's knowledge of David's sins, possibly revealed through prophetic 
revelation, led him to confront David. God chose to expose this sin, possibly to 
provide an example of repentance and renewal. This episode, though painful, 
resulted in the creation of Psalm 51, a cherished symbol of God's forgiveness. 

Nathan, first introduced in 1 Samuel 7 as a prophetic advisor, was tasked 
with delivering the uncomfortable truth to David. Using a story involving a poor 
family and their lamb, Nathan elicited anger from David. David, unaware that the 
parable reflected his own actions, pronounced a harsh judgment. 

Nathan’s approach bypassed David’s self-deception, leading to sincere 
repentance. The story, whether divinely inspired or developed by Nathan, 
perfectly led David to confront his sin, prompting a necessary transformation. 
NATHAN'S REBUKE AND PROPHECY (VERSES 7-12) 

The phrase "Thou art the man," spoken by Nathan to King David in 2 
Samuel 12, has become iconic, used in literature and culture from Poe to 
Shakespeare. Nathan uses this phrase to expose David’s hidden sin with 
Bathsheba and Uriah, symbolizing the act of exposing hypocrisy and wrongdoing. 

Nathan’s method of confronting David, starting with a relatable story 
before revealing its allegory of David’s actions, is an effective way of ensuring 
David understands the severity of his sin. 

After revealing David's guilt, Nathan reminds him of God's blessings and 
open-ended promises, symbolized by the statement "I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things." Nathan’s direct accusation in verse 9 
leaves David without a defense, highlighting the senselessness of sin. 

In verses 10-12, Nathan prophesizes that strife will continuously plague 
David's family, making it public unlike David's secretive sins. This ongoing discord 
is a consequence of David's sins. 

The narrative raises a question: did David's sin become public knowledge 
during his lifetime? Evidence suggests it might have been kept private, with the 
divisions within the House of David having David's sin as a secondary and 
unknown cause. This shift marks a change from David's earlier successful days to 
a time of struggle. 

SIN’S LONG SHADOW (2 SAMUEL 12:13-14) 
2 Samuel 12, Verse 13, showcases God's grace, with David's sin being 

swiftly forgiven. This reflects God's consistent forgiving nature, as seen in so 
many Biblical examples, such as God’s interactions with Cain and the story of the 
Prodigal Son. While we have not always been in a dispensation of grace, God’s 
character is unfailingly forgiving, hence, Jesus' strong stance on unforgiveness. 

However, Verse 14 implies David's sin, despite being "put away", still 
bore consequences including the death of his child. In the next sermon, we'll 
discuss this further.  

At first glance verse 14 goes against the “sin remained secret” 
proposition. However, The sin gave the Lord's enemies a chance to blaspheme, 
even if it remained private. Further, the text itself is challenging and could mean 
David himself blasphemed the Lord. We should avoid basing arguments on Verse 
14's translations due to interpretation complexities. 

. 
SOME PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

As we close this chapter, there are several considerations we can 
ponder. 

1. Even familiar stories have possibilities we may not have considered. For 
instance, the sin of David might have remained a secret throughout his 
lifetime, a perspective that offers a fresh understanding of the narrative. 

2. Nathan revealed David's sin in a manner that appears to be gracious in 
itself. Instead of immediately condemning him, Nathan designed his 
approach to speak to David's "better side," enabling a transformative 
recognition of wrongdoing. 

3. Not all sin needs to be made public for all the world. It rarely helps 
anyone in their faith. Instead, the focus should be on personal 
repentance and transformation. 

4. God is a God of forgiveness. We can rejoice that through the cross, God 
has now ushered in a time of grace in which He is not imputing our 
trespasses to us (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

5. Even with forgiveness, sin sometimes has a long shadow. When we live in 
that shadow, the best we can do is make the best of it, for God's glory. 
This involves learning from our mistakes, seeking to rectify our wrongs 
when possible, and moving forward with a commitment to live 
righteously. 

 


