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DAVID & GOLIATH, PART 2| 1 SAMUEL 17:25-58 
THE LIFE & TIMES OF KING DAVID | DR. RANDY WHITE 

DAVID'S BOLD CHALLENGE (1 SAMUEL 17:25-37) 

DAVID'S REACTION: 
David reacts to the rewards for defeating Goliath with curiosity and 

determination, his disbelief exposing his faith-driven perspective compared to the 
soldiers' fear. 
ELIAB'S DISAPPROVAL: 

Eliab disapproves of David's presence at the battlefield due to their complex 
family dynamics. David's battlefield assertiveness, seen as presumptuous, contrasts 
with his perceived societal status. However, David responds respectfully and 
assertively, reflecting his divine favor. 
DAVID'S CONFIDENCE IN GOD: 

David's confidence stems from his past experiences of God's deliverance. He is 
confident that the God who helped him against lions and bears will also deliver him 
from Goliath, viewing the battle as a demonstration of God's power. 

In this narrative, David's deep faith, boldness, and trust in God's protection 
contrast with the Israelite army's fear, marking a turning point in the story. His 
approach to the Goliath challenge illustrates the theological insight that God's 
strength is perfected in human weakness. 
DAVID'S UNCONVENTIONAL BATTLE PLAN (1 SAMUEL 17:38-40) 

SAUL'S ARMOR: 
Saul offered David his armor for protection. However, the size difference 

between them made the armor cumbersome for David. David rejected it due to its 
weight and restrictiveness, understanding the importance of mobility in combat. 
DAVID'S ATTIRE AS A SHEPHERD: 

David, a shepherd, wore light garments allowing easy movement, essential for 
managing flocks and navigating rough terrain. His attire, including a tunic, cloak, and 
possibly a head covering, was designed for practicality, unlike the heavy Saul's armor. 
DAVID'S WEAPON OF CHOICE: 

Instead of Saul's armor, David chose a sling and five stones from a brook. This 
choice attests to his shepherd skills and understanding of his limitations. His 
selection underlines the importance of using one's unique skills, even in challenging 
situations. 
THE CONFRONTATION AND VICTORY (1 SAMUEL 17:41-51) 

GOLIATH'S MOCKERY: 
As the standoff begins, Goliath, a towering figure, belittles David's youth and 

simple weaponry. Goliath, a seasoned warrior, mocks David, a shepherd boy, for 
daring to face him. Goliath's contemptuous taunts, cursing David by his gods and 

threatening to feed his flesh to the birds and beasts, underscore the disparity of the 
matchup. 
DAVID'S DECLARATION OF FAITH: 

David fearlessly declares his faith, stating that while Goliath relies on weapons, 
he trusts the Lord of hosts, God of Israel's armies. He confidently asserts the battle is 
the Lord's, who will ensure David's victory over Goliath, demonstrating His supreme 
power. 
THE BATTLE: 

In a swift battle, David, advancing towards Goliath, accurately slings a stone into his 
forehead, causing him to fall. Using Goliath's sword, David beheads him, demonstrating 
that victory stems from faith and divine providence, not physical strength or weapons. 
David's strategic military skills, shown in his weapon choice and proactive approach, 
complement his faith, illustrating a balance of spiritual trust and strategic warfare. 
THE AFTERMATH AND LESSONS (1 SAMUEL 17:52-58) 

PHILISTINE RETREAT: 
After Goliath's defeat, the panicked Philistine army retreats. The Israelites, 

invigorated by David's victory, advance, chasing the fleeing Philistines and turning the 
battle in their favor. This highlights the significant impact of one act of faith on the overall 
conflict. 
DAVID'S RETURN: 

After the battle, David returns to Saul with Goliath's head, marking his 
transformation from shepherd to hero. Saul, recognizing David's potential, further 
integrates him into the court and society. Some scholars suggest that chronologically, the 
David and Goliath story fits after 1 Samuel 16:13, and David's entry into Saul's service 
follows this narrative. 
THEOLOGICAL CONCLUSION 

1 Samuel 17:4 and 23 describe Goliath as a “champion,” or “a man of the space 
between.” This links to Psalm 9's " ןבֵּ֗לַ תוּמ֥  [muth labben],” or “the death of the man 
between." 

This story ties closely with Psalms 8 and 144, especially when considering the 
subscript "Mūth-labbēn" in Psalm 9. Bullinger suggests this connects to Psalm 8, 
symbolizing “the death of the man between.” 

David's victory over Goliath aligns with Psalm 8's reflections on human frailty and 
divine majesty, attributing David's success to God's empowerment. The "Mūth-labbēn" 
connection further links David's victory to Psalm 8, celebrating God's providence and 
dominion. 

The connection to Psalm 144, titled "A Psalm of David concerning Goliath," 
reinforces this. David becomes a symbol of divine intervention and empowerment in our 
inherent weaknesses. 

David's triumph over Goliath is not just personal or national, but a testament to 
God's plan and power, mirrored in the Psalms. It illustrates overcoming odds through 
divine help, echoing through time, exemplified by the phrase, “O LORD our Lord, how 
excellent IS thy name in all the earth!” (Ps. 8:9). 


