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THE SILENCE OF SATAN: PRESENTING A MINORITY VIEW OF SATANIC ACTIVITY 
Series: A Little Bit of This, A Little Bit of That 

I. INTRODUCTION: A MINORITY PERSPECTIVE IN CONTEXT 

A. Traditional Understanding 

• Historical view of active Satan (e.g., Justin Martyr, 1 Pet. 5:8). 
• Contrast: Minority dispensational perspective of restrained Satan.  

o Definition: A theological concept suggesting that during the present dispensation of grace, Satan's direct 
supernatural activity (such as possession, apparitions, and overt manifestations) is restrained, leaving 
only his indirect influence through established systems and doctrinal deception. 

B. Dispensation of Grace Defined 

• Era initiated by revelation of the mystery (Eph. 3:2-3). 
• God's grace emphasized apart from judgment and miracles (2 Cor. 5:19). 
• Corresponding "Silence of God" detailed by Sir Robert Anderson in his book THE SILENCE OF GOD. 
• Parallel limitation of direct Satanic activity (Eph. 3:10). 

II. CHRIST’S VICTORY AND THE RESTRICTION OF SATAN’S DIRECT WORK 

A. Satan Defeated at the Cross 

• Christ triumphed openly (Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14; John 16:11). 
• Historical observation: cessation of overt demonic activity  

o Common observation suggests that overt demonic activity as seen in the Gospels and Acts is 
uncommon, virtually totally unseen by the vast majority of all Christians. 

o Many would argue that the testimony of demonic manifestations can be explained psychologically. 
o Athanasius (c. AD 296–373) made note that “where Christ is named, and his faith is proclaimed, there all 

idolatry is abolished, and all fraud of demons ceases” (ON THE INCARNATION, Chapter 55). While he 
explained this due to Christian victory, what is noteworthy is he testified of the cessation of such 
activity. 

B. Absence of Apostolic Commands for Exorcism 

• No New Testament epistolary mandate or instruction for exorcism. 
• Emphasis on resisting schemes spiritually (Eph. 6:11-17). 

C. Silence of Demonic Possession Post-Apostolic Era 

• Overt demonic manifestations prominent only during Gospels/Acts. 
• After Acts, demons mentioned primarily in doctrinal deception context (1 Tim. 4:1). 
• Sign-miracles ceased; parallel cessation of overt demonic phenomena. 

III. ENDURING EFFECTS OF PAST SATANIC INFLUENCE (INDIRECT ACTIVITY) 

A. Residual False Religion and Worldly Systems 

• Satan’s indirect influence persists through pagan idolatry (1 Cor. 10:20). 
• Worldly deception rooted in historic Satanic strategy (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2; John 8:44). 
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B. Deceptive Doctrines within Christendom 

• Current threat primarily doctrinal (1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Cor. 11:13-15). 
• Satan’s subtle influence through counterfeit teachings and human agents. 

IV. RECONCILING CHALLENGING PASSAGES 

A. 1 Thessalonians 2:18 – "Satan hindered us" 

• Context: indirect hindrance via human/governmental opposition (Acts 17). 
• Supports indirect rather than direct supernatural interference. 

B. 2 Corinthians 11:14 – "Satan masquerades as an angel of light" 

• Figurative language regarding deceptive false teachers, not literal apparitions. 
• Satan's influence through doctrinal deception, not direct appearances. 

C. Ephesians 6:12 – "Spiritual wickedness in high places" 

• Warfare described as defensive, doctrinal, and spiritual (Eph. 6:11-17). 
• Emphasis on resisting deception, not engaging direct supernatural attacks. 

V. CONCLUSION: UNIQUE RESTRAINT IN THE AGE OF GRACE 

• Present dispensation marked by Satan’s direct silence (no new demonic prophecy/possession). 
• Satanic restraint showcases Christ’s victory and highlights grace (2 Thess. 2:7-9). 
• Future lifting of restraint explicitly prophesied, associated with Antichrist's emergence, marked by renewed 

signs, lying wonders, and deception (2 Thess. 2:8-12; Rev. 13:13-14). 
• There is an ultimate crush of Satan which has not yet taken place. (Gen. 3:15, Rom. 16:20). 
• Practical application:  

o Emphasize sound doctrine, holiness, and spiritual vigilance (Titus 1:9; Eph. 4:14). 
o Believers need not fear or attribute every negative event or personal struggle to direct Satanic 

interference; difficulties are typically part of living in a fallen world, not evidence of active demonic 
oppression. 

 


