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MORE THAN WORDS | DR. RANDY WHITE 
SESSION 1: THE MORAL NATURE OF MUSIC. 

Thesis: Music is not morally neutral. Some musical forms—by their very structure—provoke immoral 
responses and are thus inherently immoral. 
WHAT IS MUSIC? A CLEAR DEFINITION 

A NOTE IS NOT MUSIC 

• A note = raw vibration or frequency, morally neutral on its own. 
• Analogy: Like numbers in math or atoms in chemistry—neutral parts. 
• Moral significance comes through arrangement (structure). 
• Example: Comey’s “8647” tweet—digits are neutral, structure conveys intent. 

ANALOGIES FROM NATURE AND LIFE 

• Language: Letters form words that carry meaning or influence. 
• Chemistry: Slight changes in molecular structure = life-saving vs. lethal. 
• Genetics: A, T, C, G bases become moral or immoral based on sequence. 
• Art: Color combinations can soothe or provoke. 
• Architecture: A brick can build a home or a brothel—structure determines purpose. 

WHAT MAKES MUSIC? SOUND WITH STRUCTURE 

• Music = Organized sound. 
• Components:  

o Melody: Sequential notes forming a recognizable tune. 
o Harmony: Simultaneous notes adding emotional texture. 
o Rhythm: Beat and pulse that drives the piece. 
o Tempo: Speed, affecting mood and feel. 

• Tone + Rhythm = moves from neutral physics to moral implications. 
• Analogy to speech: All structured sound has meaning—some inherently evil. 

WHAT IS MORALITY? 

THE BASIS OF MORALITY: THE CHARACTER OF GOD 

• Morality grounded in God's unchanging nature: holiness, justice, order. 
• Two forms of revelation:  

o Special (Scripture): Clearly defines God's expectations. 
o General (Creation): Reveals invisible attributes (Rom 1:20). 

GENERAL REVELATION: THE MORAL ORDER WOVEN INTO CREATION 

• Creation mirrors God’s order:  
o Symmetry, rhythm, balance, purpose. 

• Even secular science relies on moral order (intelligibility, cause/effect). 
• Nature reflects restraint and structure, not chaos. 
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THE QUESTION OF CHAOS IN NATURE 

• Chaos exists post-Fall (Rom 8:20–22); it's not original design. 
• Apparent chaos often governed by laws (earthquakes, weather). 
• Biblical imagery of chaos = judgment, danger, confusion. 
• God's moral order is the pattern; deviations reflect sin or corruption. 

MORAL NEUTRALITY REQUIRES THE POTENTIAL FOR MORAL USE 

• True neutrality = capable of being used for good or evil.  
o Example: Stick, knife, gun, alcohol—context determines morality. 

• But some things are evil by nature:  
o Street fentanyl: Exists only to destroy. 
o Chemical weapons: Built for terror. 
o Pornography: Degrades intimacy by design. 

These items are immoral by form or effect—not just by misuse. 

• Moral application to music:  If music only leads to vice or rebellion, it is not neutral. It is immoral by design. 

THE SAME TEST APPLIES TO MUSIC 

• Assess music based on its consistent effect, not just intent or lyrics. 
• Music that:  

o Inflames lust 
o Mimics intoxication 
o Weakens self-control 
o Induces trance 
o Encourages rebellion 

• ...is not neutral if it lacks a consistent history of promoting virtue. 

Music that inherently produces moral disorder is structured rebellion against God’s character. 
 


