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I. Identity of Haggai
Name and Known Facts
• “Haggai” is commonly connected with the idea of a feast or festal one.
• Scripture gives no father, tribe, hometown, or personal biography.
• He is known by his dated messages, his direct speech, and his ministry beside Zechariah.
• Ezra explicitly calls him “Haggai the prophet” (Ezra 5:1; 6:14).
Prophetic Role
• Haggai speaks to Zerubbabel the governor, Joshua the high priest, and the returned remnant
of Judah.

• His burden is not private devotion in general, but Israel’s covenant responsibility in the land
after the return from Babylon.

• He presses the people to resume the Lord’s house and to read their scarcity in light of their
neglected obligation.
II. Historical Setting
Returned Judah Under Persia
• Haggai ministers in the second year of Darius (conventional dating: 520 BC, Hag. 1:1).
• The return had begun under Cyrus, but the temple work had stalled for years.
• Zerubbabel is the Davidic heir serving only as governor; Joshua is the rightful priest serving
without a completed temple.

• The people are back in the land, yet still living under Gentile rule.
The Problem
• The people say, “The time is not come” for the Lord’s house (1:2).
• Their own houses are finished while the Lord’s house lies waste (1:4).
• The drought, poor harvests, and economic frustration are not random; the Lord tells Israel to
“consider your ways” (1:5, 7).
III. Nature of Haggai’s Ministry
A Direct Call to Obedience
• Haggai’s first command is practical: go up, bring wood, and build the house (1:8).
• They were not being asked to invent a new religious program, but to finish the house the Lord
had commanded.

• The remnant responds: they obey the voice of the Lord and recognize that Haggai was sent
by Him (1:12).

“I AmWith You”
• After obedience begins, the Lord’s word is, “I am with you” (1:13).
• The Lord stirs up Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the remnant to work (1:14).
• Haggai records the dates carefully, showing a quick movement from rebuke to response to
renewed labor.
IV. Major Themes
Consider Your Ways
• Haggai twice commands the people to think carefully about their condition (1:5, 7).

• Their scarcity is explained by covenant discipline, not by bad luck or poor technique.
• This must be kept in Israel’s setting; Haggai is not a generic promise that every nation or
church can secure prosperity by building a religious structure.

Present Temple and Future Glory
• The rebuilt temple looked small to those who remembered the former glory (2:3).
• The answer is not nostalgia but strength: “be strong...for I am with you” (2:4).
• Haggai then moves beyond the immediate project to a future shaking of heaven, earth, sea,
dry land, and nations (2:6–7).

• The promised glory and peace exceed the second temple and point toward the future kingdom
and temple hope.

• This now waits for fulfillment at the Second Coming, though it could have been fulfilled at
the First Coming had Israel accepted Jesus as Messiah.

Holiness, Uncleanness, and Blessing
• Holiness does not spread indirectly by casual contact, but uncleanness does (2:11–14).
• The nation cannot treat a few holy associations as covering an unclean condition.
• From the day the foundation is laid, the Lord promises blessing (2:18–19).

V. Structure of the Book

Haggai 1:1–15 — Rebuke and Response
• The Lord exposes the people’s delayed obedience and finished private houses (1:1–4).
• He explains their want and calls them to build (1:5–11).
• Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the remnant obey; the Lord says, “I am with you” (1:12–15).

Haggai 2:1–9 — Future Glory
• The old men remember the first house; they now mourn its current state (2:1–3).
• The Lord calls the leaders and people to be strong because His covenant word remains (2:4–5).
• The shaking of the nations and the glory of the latter house look beyond the immediate second
temple (2:6–9).

Haggai 2:10–23 — Cleansing, Blessing, and Kingdom Hope
• The priestly questions show that uncleanness has marked the people and their works (2:10–
14).

• The Lord contrasts former frustration with promised blessing from the day of renewed foun-
dation (2:15–19).

• Zerubbabel is made as a signet in the day when the Lord shakes kingdoms, pointing to Davidic
and messianic hope (2:20–23).

VI. Why Haggai Matters

A Prophet of Priorities and Prophecy
• Haggai is short, dated, and intensely practical, but he is not small.
• He joins daily obedience, covenant discipline, temple hope, future shaking, and the Davidic
line in one brief book.

• His message keeps Israel’s historical setting in view while also reaching forward to the king-
dom, the temple, and the rightful King.
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